NOVEMBER 1710           Journal to Stella
me about those Verses on his House; but we were very
civil and cold. Lady Marlborough used to teaze him with
them, which had made him angry, though he be a good-
natured fellow. It was a Thanksgiving-day,23 and I was
at Court, where the queen past by us with all Tories about
her; not one Whig: Buckingham,24 Rochester,2* Leeds,26
Shrewsbury, Berkeley of Stratton, lord keeper Harcourt,
Mr. Harley, lord Pembroke, &c. and I have seen her
Stick, and Somewhat Beside, which was published early in Apr. 1710. It
seems probable, therefore, that this was the poem about which the Duchess
of Marlborough teased Vanbrugh, unless we are to suppose that transcripts
of the earlier poem, sufficient in number to incense Vanbrugh, were in
circulation. But St. John's mention of reading the verses, as if commonly
accessible (pest, 11 Nov.), suggests that we are to understand the printed
poem. Although CurlTs collection named no author for any one of the five
pieces it contained, Swift's authorship could not have been in doubt.
23   For the successes of Marlborough's last campaign (p. 76 n.42).
24  John Sheffield, 1648-1721, third Earl of Mulgrave, had seen active
service at sea in the reign of Charles II.  Subsequently he held various
offices of state.  In 1694 he was created Marquis of Normanby, and in
1703 Duke of Buckingham.  On the accession of Queen Anne he was
appointed Lord Privy Seal; but in 1705 he was unable to withstand the
ascendency of the Whigs and resigned. In June 1710 he was made Lord
Steward of the Household, and on 12 June 1711 Lord President of
the Council. He was Dryden's patron, and his works were edited by
Pope.
25   Laurence Hyde, 1641-1711, second son of the first Earl of Clarendon,
was M.P. for the University of Oxford, 1661-79, and served in various
offices of state.   In 1681 he was created Viscount Hyde and Earl of
Rochester. He was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 1700-3, but resided in
that country less than four months. On 21 Sept. 1710 he succeeded Somers
as Lord President of the Council. He died 2 May of the following year
(p. 260) and was succeeded by his son, Henry (p. 37 n.13). He was a patron
of Dryden, and the 'Hushai' of Absalom and AckitopheL Swift eulogized
him in The Examiner, No. 27, I Feb. 1711.
26   Sir Thomas Osborne, 1631-1712, who served Charles II in many
capacities, became successively Earl of Danby, Marquis of Caermarthen,
and Duke of Leeds, and acquired a vast fortune. He was a special object
of Whig dislike and suspicion.  On 16 Dec. 1712 his grandson, Peregrine
Hyde Osborne, Marquis of Caermarthen, married Elizabeth, eldest
daughter of Lord Oxford, who died within a year.  See Swift's letter to
Oxford (Corresf. ii. 86).
84